
VILLAGE OF BREWSTER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

October 19, 2011 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a regular meeting and two Public Hearings beginning at 
7:33 PM on October 19, 2011 at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, New York.  
 
Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini  
Trustees; Tom Boissonnault, Terri Stockburger   Mary Bryde 
Village Engineer: John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé,  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Village Police: John Del Gardo 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Mayor Schoenig opened the meeting at 7:33 PM, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

1. Trustee Stockburger motions to declare Lead Agency on the 450 N. Main Street Rezoning Petition and 
authorize submission of the 239-m notice to Putnam County, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

2. Mayor Schoenig motions to open the Public Hearing on the Rezoning Petition for 450 N. Main Street at 
7:34, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  

1.2.1. Mark Anderson spoke in favor of the rezoning petition and referenced a letter submitted (and 
included in these minutes).   

1.2.2. Richard Ruchala spoke against the rezoning petition and submitted a letter (included in these 
minutes.)   

1.2.3. Michael Ligouri spoke to allegations that the landlord was non-responsive to his tenants as a 
reason for vacancies.  Mr. Ligouri went on to say that he supports Mark Anderson’s comments in 
full and thanks him for his support.  Mr. Ligouri says the property owner says he can market his 
space if he can put a tavern establishment into a vacant space.  Mr. Ligouri agrees and thinks this 
would be a successful business and a good addition to the “hub” of the village.  Mr. Ligouri 
believes a tavern would attract the commuters debarking the commuter train.  Mr. Ligouri said 
the location of 450 N. Main on the other side of Hoyt St. is the only thing separating him from a 
B1 designation.   

1.2.4. [all correspondence received to date is included in these minutes] 
1.2.5. Mayor Schoenig motions to continue the public hearing on 11/16/11 at 7:30 PM or as soon 

thereafter as possible at 50 Main Street, Brewster, NY 10509, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 
4 to 0. 

3. Mayor Schoenig motions to open the Public Hearing on the Microenterprise Grant Program at 7:49 PM, 
Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  The Village is seeking public input and to provide information 
on the grant.   

1.3.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini provides information on the grant application and the interest generated 
by potential applicants so far.  Deputy Mayor Piccini explains the application needs to be 
submitted under a different funding process and we have a deadline for submittal.  If we are 
successful in this application, any dollars distributed to existing businesses must include an equal 
amount distributed to new businesses.   



1.3.2. Tyler Murello asks who made the change to the process.  Deputy Mayor Piccini explained that 
Governor Cuomo initiated the new process which now has regional review.  Mr. Murello asks if 
this is a “use it or lose it” type grant.  Deputy Mayor Piccini believes that it will be. 

1.3.3. Mark Anderson asks about advocates for the Village of Brewster.  Does the Village have any pull 
in Albany since Senator Leibell no longer represents us.  Mayor Schoenig said he is cultivating a 
relationship with Assemblyman Katz and has other connections who would be willing to act on 
our behalf. 

1.3.4. Richard Ruchala asks when he can use this grant to attract new business tenants.  Mr. Ruchala 
asks several questions regarding the process, schedule and timing.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says 
those points are still undefined, or if they are defined have not been communicated to us. Mr. 
Ruchala asks if we can find out when the opportunity for funds expires after a new business 
moves in.  Deputy Mayor Piccini said she will find out as much detail as is available. 

1.3.5. David Kulo asks if the time frame can be six months to a year.  Deputy Mayor Piccini says that is 
certainly possible.  Mr. Kulo asks if there will widespread publicity around this.  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini responds in the affirmative. 

1.3.6. John Folchetti asks if the definition of a “new” business has been defined?  Deputy Mayor 
Piccini says that the requirements were defined on the previous process but we need to clarify if 
those same requirements are still in effect.   

1.3.7. There being no further comment, Trustee Stockburger motions to close the Public Hearing, 
Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

4. Monthly Reports 
4.1. Engineer’s Report – John Folchetti.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Engineer’s Report Trustee 

Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Engineer’s report is attached to these minutes. 
4.2. Police Report – John Del Gardo.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the Police Report for 

September (with one date changed from June to September, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 
0.  The Police Report is attached to these minutes. 

4.3. Planning Board Report – Dave Kulo.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to accept the Planning Board 
Report for September, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. The Planning Board Report is 
attached to these minutes. 

4.4. Zoning Board of Appeals Report – Richard Ruchala provided information on 571 N. Main St. parking.  
The ZBA has imposed parking restrictions at this location as part of its approval and is referring the 
matter back to the Planning Board.  The Boost Mobile Sign variance is scheduled for November 14, 
2011 pending formal written application. Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the ZBA report for 
September, Trustee Stockburger 2nd, all in favor 4 to 0.   There is no written monthly report for 
attachment. 

4.5. Code Enforcement Report – Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the Code Enforcement Report 
September, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  The Code Enforcement Report is attached to 
these minutes. 

5. 2012 Truck Award – We received four bids.  Dan Crawford recommended the lowest responsible bidder be 
awarded the contract.  Danbury Dodge is the selected vendor.  Mayor Schoenig motions to award the 
contract to Danbury Dodge who met our specifications at the lowest price for $64,729.00, Deputy Mayor 
Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

6. Draft Blight Study – Mayor Schoenig motions to adopt Resolution No. 101911-1 for the Draft Blight Study, 
Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  (resolution is attached to these minutes.) 

7. Recognition of Outstanding Citizenship – tabled until November 2, 2011.   

8. Promotional Video – Trustee Stockburger motions to approve payment for the video, Deputy Mayor Piccini 
2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 



9. Ragamuffin Parade Permit – Trustee Boissonnault motions to approve the Parade permit for First Baptist 
Church of Brewster’s “Ragamuffin Parade” on October 30, 2011 from the Village Train Station to Markel 
Park beginning at 1 PM.  Block the road beginning at 12:30 PM.  Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

10. Set Public Hearing - Refuse Rents.  Mayor Schoenig motions to set a Public Hearing November 2nd 2011 at 
7:31 PM at 50 Main St. Brewster, NY 10509. 

11. SEQR – Microenterprise Grant, Negative Declaration.  Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to declare the Village 
of Brewster’s intent to be Lead Agency for this unlisted action with 239-m notices to be sent to involved 
agencies , Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

12. Create Capital Projects 
12.1. Wells Brook Retrofit – Mayor Schoenig motions to create capital project for Wells Brook 

Retrofit H61, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 
12.2. Tonetta Brook Retrofit -   Mayor Schoenig motions to create a capital project for Tonetta Brook 

Retrofit H62, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

13. Correspondence sent-received – Mayor Schoenig motions to approve Correspondence Sent Received, 
Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor.  

14. October 5th Minutes for approval – Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the minutes for October 5th 
Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

15. Vouchers Payable 
15.1. A General $57,437.19 
15.2. F  Water 17,052.61 
15.3. G Sewer Operations 66,520.82 
15.4. H05 50 Main  1,552.67 
15.5. H10 Wastewater Capital 660.00 
15.6. TA Trust and Agency 1,785.79 

 Total Vouchers Payable  $145,009.08 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve vouchers payable, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 4 to 0. 

16. Other Business  

16.1. Trustee Stockburger says she is waiting for the vectorized file.  Hansen said the file was emailed 
to Trustee Stockburger.  Trustee Stockburger is not aware of receiving this file.  Hansen will resend 
and Trustee Stockburger will recheck her email. 

16.2. Mayor Schoenig says we have not received approval from Connecticut for the Connecticut 
Registration inquiry.  Mayor Schoenig asked Counsel the status of the impounded vehicle title.  
Counsel says he needs to research the process and then will proceed. 

17. New Business 

17.1. Deputy Mayor Piccini attended a public hearing regarding the Garden Street School closing.   
The attendees were told there are other interested parties for leasing the building and the School 
District’s hope is leaseholder improvements will be made ultimately reducing the cost of the projected 
$11,000,000 renovation currently projected.  Deputy Mayor Piccini suggests we might want the Village 
to have an official representative on the mentioned evaluation committee for future uses.   

17.2. Trustee Boissonnault wonders what the road at the school will turn into.  Will the playground 
be left in place?  Who will maintain it? 

17.3. Mayor Schoenig suggests Deputy Mayor Piccini should be our representative on the Garden 
Street School post-use evaluation committee.   

17.4. Trustee Boissonnault asks that Prospect Street be shut down during the Halloween celebration.  
Trustee Boissonnault asked about the status of the Passive Recreation Park.  Trustee Boissonnault 
motioned to authorize the Brewster Village Police to close sections of Prospect Street and Wells as 
they see fit, Mayor Schoenig 2nd all in favor 4 to 0.  Hansen said we should be moving forward on all 
the easements DEP is processing. 



17.5. Senator Ball has asked for a nominee for the Veterans Hall of Fame to be awarded at his annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  The Board of Trustees discussed this and selected Art Hanley as their nominee.  
Art will be asked to fill out the application and the Village of Brewster will submit as their nominee.  
The Town of Southeast was also mentioned as possibly supporting Mr. Hanley as a nominee.  Mayor 
Schoenig will follow up with them at their regular Council meeting Thursday night. 

18. Public Comment 

18.1. Denis Castelli thanks the Village of Brewster for their support and cooperation for the Moving 
Wall procession.   

19. Mayor Schoenig motions to go into executive session to discuss litigation, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in 
favor 4 to 0.  Mayor Schoenig motions to come out of executive session, resume the regular meeting and 
adjourn. 

 

 



 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 
 

 



 



 



 
 

 



 



 

 
  



Village of Brewster Planning Board 

David P. Kulo Jr. 

Chairman 

To  James Schoenig, Mayor 

 Christine Piccini, Trustee, Deputy Mayor 

 Mary Bryde, Trustee  

 Teresa Stockburger, Trustee 

 Tom Boissonnault, Trustee 

 Peter Hansen, Clerk & Treasurer 

 Anthony Mole, Counsel 

  

Regular Meeting September 27, 2011 

 

450 Main Street – Rezoning Petition – John Hogan, representing the applicant and Marc Anderson, who 
recused himself, came to offer support of this petition to change property to B1 from PB.  The building has 
been vacant for over three months.  Mr. Anderson said inquiries to lease the premises were rejected because 
of its limited uses.  There was support from the PB of the petition as an effort to revitalize downtown business.  
However, other Board members rejected the need to change the zoning, as it is unfair to other tenants in the 
area and sets a bad precedence.  Parking was also an issue. 

 

In recommending the zoning change, the vote was split 2-2.  Each voting member submitted a letter to the 
Trustees with their opinion. 

 

571 North Main Street – Foundation of Faith Church - Michael Liguori representing the applicant, urged the 
PB to set a Public Hearing in October, which the PB agreed, assuming the application would be complete, 
along with the necessary variance from Zoning.  

 

September 2011 Code Enforcement Report 
 

+ 

VILLAGE OF BREWSTER 

50 MAIN STREET 

BREWSTER, NY 10509 

(845) 279-3760 

 

 

SUMMARY REPORT 

 

BUILDING FEES =  $855 

PROPERTY REGISTRATION =  $945 

SAFETY INSPECTION =  $200 

TOTAL FOR AUGUST =  $2,000 

 

Fire Inspections: 14 

Order to Remedy:  28 

Stop Work Order:  2 

Violation Resolution: 5 

Open or Pending: 25 


